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Hello and welcome to our summer edition newsletter. It is so nice to
see the sun shining for our daylight saving barbeques! In this edition
we have a new flea product to introduce and talk about some of the
not so great things about summer for our furry friends.

Practice News
Bravo Bravecto!
We have a new flea product on the
market, introducing Bravecto chewable
tablets. Together we can change the
clock on flea and tick protection for
dogs!
Bravecto provides 12 weeks control of
both fleas and ticks in one chew – and
is a real breakthrough for dog owners!
Bravecto is highly palatable for dogs,
so treatment time becomes treat time.
Bravecto is safe for use in all breeds of
dogs and in pregnant or lactating
animals. Bravecto can be an effective
part of a treatment programme for
dogs with flea allergy dermatitis (FAD).
Because it is a palatable chew, Bravecto
won’t rub off onto you, your children
or the furniture!
There is no ‘stand down’ period after
application. This means your dog can
go for a swim (or be bathed) right after
treatment with Bravecto.
Experience the longest lasting flea and
tick protection for dogs available in
New Zealand.

Fear of noises such as thunder and fireworks is a common
problem in dogs. We know where the noise comes from but our
pets don't and noises such as fireworks are similar to things like
slamming doors and high pitch alarms - both of which attract our
hearing. What may be worse is that your pet may associate the
noise with other things which they may become fearful of too.
Your pet may also pick up on your nervousness and if you
reassure them and comfort them during these problems, they
may believe there really is something to be fearful of. This makes
it even more likely that they will become more frightened by
fireworks. Try to behave as normally as possible.
Ensure that your pet is microchipped in case they do run away.
You will have a better chance of being reunited quickly.
Medications:
There are a number of medications to help your pet relieve
anxiety. There are natural products such as herbal products as
we try to avoid strong sedatives. Ideally, in the long term, we
need to change how our pets respond to the noise by getting
them used to it. Consider desensitisation for next year - this is a
lengthy process but is well worthwhile so have a chat to our staff
about what is involved.
There are a few things we can do on the night that you expect
the fireworks. Create a safe haven where you pet may feel more
comfortable, and secure such as an indoor kennel. Try blocking
the noise with the TV and radio and draw the curtains.
Common signs of noise phobias:


Hiding (most common sign in cats)



Urinating and defacating



Chewing, over-grooming and drooling



Panting and pacing

 Trying to escape (digging)
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Most pet owners know that chocolate can be toxic to dogs. It can cause nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea, abnormal
heart rhythms and occasionally death. There are many other ‘toxic treats’ lurking at home. Here are just a few.
Fruit: This can be a cause of stomach upset but there are some fruits that have a more sinister side to
them. Apple, apricot, cherry and peach seeds or stones contain cyanide and can have varying toxic
effects on pets. Peach stones are also large enough to cause an obstruction in the small intestine
requiring an operation to remove them. Grapes, sultanas and raisins are unsuitable treats for dogs as
they can cause kidney failure. Some dogs are more susceptible than others, but all dogs should see the
vet if they have eaten any of these items.
Artificial sweetener- Xylitol: Be cautious when feeding ‘human food’ to pets. Items containing xylitol
can be toxic to pets, even small amounts can cause low blood sugar levels. This can result in sickness,
weakness, fits and in some cases, liver failure. Xylitol can be found in baked goods, sweets and chewing
gum.
Onions: These contain a substance that can be the cause of a type of anaemia where the red blood cells
are destroyed. Raw or cooked onions, even in small amounts have the potential to cause this problem.
Onion salt is often found in gravy granules.
Nuts: Do not reach for nuts to reward your pets either. Almonds, pistachios, walnuts, macadamias and
pecans are all relatively high in fat which can cause digestive upsets. Macadamias can also cause
temporary loss of use of the back legs!
Flowers: A different kind of toxic treat can be found in an innocent bunch of flowers. For example all
parts of lilies are toxic to cats. A cat can brush past a lily and then groom the toxic pollen from their fur.
The most important thing to remember is not to wait for clinical signs of poisoning to develop - seek
veterinary advice immediately if you think your pet has eaten something toxic. As you may see from the
items listed above, your five items of fruit and vegetables a day isn't always such a good thing!

The longest lived dog, according to
the Guinness Book of World
Records, was an Australian Cattle
Dog, named Bluey who lived to be
29 years!!!
A dog’s whiskers are touch-sensitive
hairs called vibrissae. They are
found on the muzzle, above the
eyes and below the jaws, and can
actually sense tiny changes in
airflow.
The only sweat glands a dog has
are between the paw pads.
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On average, cats spend 2/3 of every
day sleeping. That means a nineyear-old cat has been awake for
only three years of its life.
Female cats tend to be right pawed,
while male cats are more often left
pawed. Interestingly, while 90% of
humans are right handed, the
remaining 10% of lefties also tend to
be male.
A group of cats is called a ‘Clowder’
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